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To take another point of view. James Lemen was born in 1760 in or near 
Harper's Ferry, evidently the son of a small farmer. Anyone who knows 
Virginia, knows that small farmers rarely in those days (or indeed at 
present) went outside of their own counties. Jefferson, of course, was 
at Harpers Ferry prior to 1781, as the well-known passage in the "Notes" 
shows; but there is not one jot or tittle of evidence to show that he was in 
that section long enough to know anything of the child of an obscure 
farmer. It would be difficult to convince any critical student that Jef- 
ferson wrote such a letter unless the originals were produced. 

Extracts from James Lemen diary which are quoted, seem equally 
open to doubt.. Under date "Near Yorktown Va., Sept. 26, 1781," he 
says "My enlistment of two years expired sometime ago, but I joined 
my regiment today and will serve the siege." The records of the War 
Department show that James Lemen enlisted in the 4th Va. regiment 
March 3, 1778,"to serve one year." J. B. Lemen adds that James Lemen 
' 'had his term of enlistment extended for two years and was transferred to 
another regiment." After his term expired "he rejoined his old regiment 
and served through the siege of Yorktown." Now the 4th Virginia regi- 
ment, his "old regiment" was not at Yorktown, and may not have existed 
as an organization at all as it was captured at Charleston. There was no 
Virginia regiment at Yorktown which had been in existence in 1778-79, 
and therefore, none which could have been called his "old regiment." 
The only Virginia regulars at Yorktown were two newly organized regi- 
ments under Colonels Gaskins and Dabney. Neither the Revolution- 
ary records at Washington or Richmond contain any mention of Lemen' 8 
second enlistment, though, of course, this is not positive proof that he 
did not re-enlist. 

In the diary he also says that he served under Lafayette in the assault 
on the redoubt on October 14th. It is a well-known fact that there were 
no Virginia troops engaged in this assault. Another discrepancy to be 
accounted for. 

The whole matter of this alleged "compact" needs thorough inves- 
tigation before it can be accepted as history. 

A Brief History op the First Harrisons of Virginia. Descendants 
of Cuthwert Harrison of Ancaster, England. From A. D. 
1600 to A. D. 1915. By Henry Tazewell Harrison. April 2, 1915 
[Leesburg, Va.l, pp. 36. 

The title page of this handsome little book is misleading. This family 
of Harrisons was not the first of that name in Virginia nor is there any 
positive proof that they had anything to do with Ancaster. The sole 
authority for their origin is the entry in the parish register of St. Mar- 
garets, Westminster, showing that Burr, son of Cuthbert Harrison, was 
born there in 1637. And of course this old English register, written long 
before there was any Harrison at Chappawamsic in Virginia, makes no 
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mention of Chappawamsic. It is simply a misunderstanding on the part 
of the author of the book. Neither is there any evidence that Cuthbert 
Harrison, father of Burr, ever came to Virginia. It is stated without 
qualification that Burr Harrison the emigrant, was father of William 
Harrison. This is probably true, but there is no absolute proof. With 
these exceptions the genealogy seems to be very well done. The line of 
descent from Burr Harrison through his son Mathew, who was the head 
of the Leesburg line is particularly full. Mr. Harrison does not attempt 
to give many details nor to trace fully the other branches of the family. 
This is being done as far as possible in the genealogy now in course of 
publication in the Magazine, though we will not trench on Mr. Harri- 
son's special province, the descendants of Mathew Harrison. He has 
done that too well to need repetition. 

Burford Genealogy Showing the Ancestors and Descendants of 
Miles Washington Burford and Nancy Jane Burford. By 
Wesley B. Burford. Privately Printed. Indianapolis, 1914, pp. 
133. Illustrated. 
This is a carefully prepared account of the descendants of Elijah Hast- 
ings Burford, who was born in the town of Burford, Oxfordshire, Feb. 9, 
1682, who emigrated to America in 1713 and finally settled in Amherst 
County, Va. , where he died in 1771. Descendants through female as well 
as male lines are fully given. 

The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861. A History of the Edu- 
cation of the Colored People of the United States from the 
Beginning of Slavery to the Civil War. By C. G. Woodson, 
Ph. D. (Harvard). G. P. Putnams Sons, New York and London. 
1915, pp. 454. 
This carefully studied and valuable book goes into every phase of the 
education of the negro prior to 1861. There may be some things in which 
we of the South differ with the author; but when it is considered 
that this author is a negro, we find that the instances are rare. There is 
nothing in the title to indicate that the author is a negro and the writer 
of this notice has no other information in regard to him; but a negro he 
certainly is; none but one of his race would write "Reverend Thomas," 
"Reverend Taylor," "Reverend Whitmore" as he does. It is odd 
that in spite of his Harvard Ph. D., this trait of negro writing should 
remain. This is indeed only worth noting as a curious example of an 
adhering race trait, and has nothing to do with the merits of an ex- 
cellent book. 

A List of Documentory Material Relating to State Constitutional 
Conventions. Compiled for use in the Newberry Library by 
Augustus Hunt Shearer, Ph. D. of the Library Staff. Bulletin 
of the Newberry Library No. 4, Chicago, 1915, pp. 37. 



